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GC Worksheet 1.1: Protecting Plants and Animals



The list of endangered and extinct plant and animal species keeps growing. Some people dedicate their careers to looking after living things, such as forests, birds, fish, and other animal and plant life. If you want to protect plants or animals, think about careers that promote the study and preservation of biodiversity (plant and animal variety), the practices of sustainable farming or forestry, or the protection of threatened wildlife, marine life, and other biological or natural resources.

Example careers: 


_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.2: Reducing Harmful Human Impact



People have undoubtedly left a rotten mark on the planet in the form of the garbage and pollutants that have been created. Since we made the mess, it’s up to us to clean it up. People dedicated to this goal study the negative by-products (such as carbon emissions) of human activities and take steps to reduce their creation and impact. If you’re interested, look for careers that involve monitoring and analyzing pollution levels, recycling waste products, managing energy usage, or the management and decontamination of water, air, and land resources.

Example careers: 


_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.3: Understanding the Earth



From mountain ranges to oceans, the planet provides not only some amazing scenery, but also a seemingly endless supply of mysteries. Many people are driven by the need to explore, collecting data about the earth’s features or using scientific knowledge about how the planet was formed to make a positive impact on the environment. If you’re one of them, think about careers that involve the study of non-living parts of the ecosystem, such as the atmosphere, soil, rocks, oceans, and waterways.

Example careers:

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.4: Supporting Green Lifestyles



Our desire to live green lifestyles has not only spawned a whole green industry, but it has also created a niche in some unexpected areas. Many businesses in industries such as retail, finance, or hospitality have made a commitment to adopt environmentally friendly approaches to the products or services they provide. Smart businesses recognize the value of supporting consumers who are interested in reducing the environmental impact of as many of their everyday activities as possible. If this is your goal, look for careers where everyday work tasks can be modified in order to make a genuine contribution to a healthy environment.

Example careers:

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.5: Raising Public Awareness



You may learn something new every day, but do you teach somebody something new every day? The best way to motivate people to support a healthy environment is to educate and inform the public about environmental issues. If this is your goal, look for careers where you speak or write about issues concerning environmental protection, conservation, and sustainability. Your audience may be one person or millions of people around the world.

Example careers:

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.6: Advocating for the Environment



Do you want to take your place among the environmental movers and shakers? People in these careers influence environmental policy and regulation and ensure compliance with environmental laws. If you want to be an environmental advocate, look for careers where you lobby on behalf of green interests, develop or analyze environmental policies, establish new green laws and guidelines, or uphold existing environmental laws.

Example careers:

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.7: Innovating



The call to preserve the environment and conserve natural resources has inspired many new and exciting practices and technologies (biomass fuel cells, for example). If green innovation is your goal, consider careers where you rethink and change the way things are designed, engineered, or manufactured. You could develop or use new environmental products, alternative energy sources, or energy efficient manufacturing, mining, and fuel extraction processes and techniques.

Example careers: 

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.8: Creating Green Communities



You’ve heard the saying “Think global, act local.” This mantra encourages you to make positive environmental changes within your community as a way of contributing to a healthy global environment. From the way in which our homes and businesses are built to how we get around, what we do in our own towns and cities can have a ripple effect on the whole planet. Designing, planning, and building communities and public services in support of a healthy environment are positive ways to act locally. If you’re motivated to take steps towards sustainability in your community, consider careers that focus on architecture and landscaping, construction, and transportation.

Example careers: 

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 1.9: Protecting Human Health



You could argue that the goal of any green career is the protection of people and their health. We benefit from the improved air, water, and land quality of a healthy environment. Smog, contaminated water supplies, and other aspects of an unhealthy environment can make us sick. Some careers focus on the study and treatment of the effects of the environment on the body. If this appeals to you, look for careers that focus on researching how environmental issues (food contamination, for example) affect public health. Also consider careers where you treat people who have been affected by environmental hazards or make recommendations on reducing or avoiding related health risks.

Example careers:

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

_________________________________     ____________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 2: How Green Is This Career?


Click on Careers in the menu near the top of the page. Use the Keyword Search feature to find a career that interests you but that you may not know much about. Write the name of the career in the space provided below. 

Career:  _______________________________________________________________________________
1. Before you begin, do you think people interested in helping the environment should consider this as a career? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. Read the Job Description and Working Conditions sections.  

Part I

What do people in this career do? Write down 4 key job tasks.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

What are the working conditions like for people in this career? (e.g.,  workplace, frequency of travel, etc.) Write down 3 working conditions.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Part II

Review the tasks and working conditions you wrote down and put a “(” beside the ones that you think have a positive effect on the environment, and a “(” beside the ones that you think have a negative effect. (If there are any tasks that you think are neutral/have no impact on the environment, leave them unmarked.) Be sure to consider things like the tools and materials used to perform an activity, the way in which a task is performed, the waste generated by an activity, and other factors that, as part of the daily work routine, have an impact on the environment.

GC Worksheet 2: How Green Is This Career?



Explain how the tasks and working conditions you marked with a “(” have a positive effect on the environment. (e.g.,  naturopaths treat patients with natural, herbal remedies instead of drugs that may contain harmful chemicals) 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you didn’t mark any tasks or working conditions with a “(,” do you think that means that everything about this career is bad for the environment? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Explain how the tasks and working conditions you marked with a “(” have a negative effect on the environment. (e.g.,   frequent travel causes car and airplane exhaust which pollute the environment)

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

If you didn’t mark any tasks or working conditions with a “(,” do you think that means that everything about this career is good for the environment? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Were there any tasks or working conditions that you thought had no impact on the environment at all? Explain why. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 2: How Green Is This Career?

Now that you’ve had a closer look at the tasks and working conditions involved in this career, has your opinion about whether people interested in helping the environment should consider this as a career changed (Question 1)? Explain why or why not. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. Even if a career’s main goal isn’t to help the environment, you can take steps to “green” the career by performing the job tasks or changing the working conditions in a way that reduces the negative impact they have on the environment.

Look over the tasks and working conditions that you thought had a negative impact on the environment. Select 3 examples and answer the questions that follow. (If you didn’t find any at first, re-read the Job Description and Working Conditions sections to see if you can find some now.)

If you worked in this career, how would you modify the job tasks and working conditions so that they are more environmentally friendly? (e.g.,  doctors can use electronic prescriptions instead of paper ones)


Note: You can use the Internet to research ways to “green” this career.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Making environmentally friendly changes to job tasks and working conditions may require additional skills and/or knowledge. What green knowledge or skills do you think you would need to reduce the environmental impact of this career? (e.g.,  carpenters should know about building materials made from renewable resources)
________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

GC Worksheet 2: How Green Is This Career?

SUMMARY – YOUR VIEWS
4. Now that you have learned a little about this career and considered the impact that some job tasks and working conditions can have on the environment, answer the following questions:

How important do you think it is that people in this career adopt a more environmentally friendly approach to the way in which they perform their job? Explain. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________
What would be the most challenging part of “greening” this career? How could you meet that challenge?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Would you still recommend/not recommend this career to people interested in helping the environment? Why or why not?

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

Will the environmental impact of job tasks and working conditions influence your decision to pursue some careers? Explain.

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

GREEN CAREERS
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officers protect wildlife, parks, and wildlands





conservation officer





farmer





organic farmers don’t use pesticides or antibiotics
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techs monitor air, water, and soil pollution levels








environmental tech





water treatment plant operator





operators remove pollutants from wastewater
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meteorologists study the effects of pollution on climate








meteorologist








GIS specialist  








some analyze geographical data for environmental projects
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designers may use sustainable fabrics








fashion designer








investment advisor








may specialize in helping clients invest in green companies
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science teachers teach environmental science








teacher








outdoor guide








guides may teach groups about wilderness conservation
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analysts may work on environmental policies








public policy analyst








lawyer 








some lawyers specialize in environmental law
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engineers design water treatment plants and processes








environmental engineer








industrial engineer








some design environmentally friendly products
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public transit helps reduce the number of cars on the road








transit operator








insulator 








proper insulation helps reduce energy usage and waste
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inspectors make sure food does not contain pesticides and other pollutants





food inspector








toxicologist








toxicologists study the harmful effects of chemicals on the environment
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