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Changing Leadership 

 1979 – Joe Clark’s Conservatives defeat Trudeau and take over.  

His minority government lasted only 9 months after losing a non-

confidence vote in Parliament.  

 

 1980 – Trudeau takes over again but starts losing popularity with the voters 

because of government overspending, building the government deficit. 

 

 1984 –Trudeau gives leadership of Liberals to John Turner 

before the election.  He serves as the shortest term PM for 2 ½ 

months.  

 

 1984 – Brian Mulroney’s conservatives take over for 10 years.  He pushed 

for business development and closer Canadian-American 

relations, leading to the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with the 

US and then in 1992 the North American Free Trade Agreement 

(NAFTA) between Canada, the US and Mexico. 

** Mulroney was the CEO of  IOC before entering politics.   

 

 1993 – Mulroney gave support to Kim Campbell to take over 

Conservatives  and so she becomes the first, and only, female 

PM.  In the next election she lost all but 2 conservative seats in 

Parliament, losing official status for the conservative party. 

 

 1993 – Jean Cretien and the Liberals take over a majority government.  With 

the Conservative party destroyed the Liberals had a firm 

majority.  This didn’t mean that they were happy with a 

Liberal government.  This period saw the creation of new 

parties in the west and in Quebec: the Reform Party and the 

Bloc Quebecois, both didn’t want the Liberal party and 

didn’t like the Conservatives anymore.   
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 The Bloc Quebecois  formed in 1990 out of Quebec 

MP’s that had left the PC and Liberal parties and 

wanted to work for Quebec needs.  They were led by 

Lucien Bouchard, and stated their goals to fight for 

Quebec needs and for sovereignty.  Because the split in the vote between Reform, 

Conservatives and NDP and the fall of the Parti Quebecois in popularity, the Bloc 

Quebecois were able to win 54 seats in the 1993 election and become the official 

opposition, even though they only have seats in Quebec.  We were in the unusual position 

of having the second most powerful party in the country working directly to take our 

country apart. 

The Bloc lost the official opposition position in 1997 and by the 2011 has fallen to the 2
nd

 

smallest party in parliament.   

 

The Reform party began in the prairies as a need for 

a right wing party after the demise of the Progressive Conservatives in 1993.  The party 

was led by Preston Manning, whose chief political advisor was 

Stephen Harper.  The reformers split the conservative vote between 

themselves and the already weak PC party, allowing the Liberals to 

get majority governments.  In 1993 they were just behind the Bloc 

Quebecois as the 3
rd

 most powerful party in Canada.  In 1997 the 

reform party became the official opposition.  In 2000 the Reform party 

joined with other right wing groups to form the Canadian Alliance, 

which later merged with the PC’s in 2003 to form the new Conservative Party of 

Canada, allowing them to unite most of the right wing vote and win the 2006 election. 

 

 

 2006 – Stephen Harper led the newly combined Reform and 

Conservative party to form the government.  The 

Conservatives have been in power for the last 8 years 
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The Constitutional Crisis 

 Many in the government wanted to ‘bring the constitution home’, meaning 

that they update the BNA Act to be truly Canadian and do what we needed 

as a basis for our country. 

 

 Trudeau had started the process but could not finish it while in office.  He 

achieved Patriation of the Constitution, getting Queen Elizabeth to rename 

the BNA Act to the Canada Act and gave Canada the power to amend it.  

The new Canada Act also included the Bill of Rights and Freedoms. 

 

 In 1987, PM Brian Mulroney brought the premiers together at Meech Lake, 

Ontario and worked out the details of what was called the Meech Lake 

Accord.   This was finally an agreement that could work for the federal 

government and for Quebec.  8 of the 10 provinces passed the Accord, but 

because Manitoba and Newfoundland refused to approve it the agreement 

died. 

 

 1992 – the Charlottetown Accord.   After getting this agreement among the 

premiers they had a national referendum to accept this accord.  It was voted 

against by a narrow margin, and it was this result that caused a new 

separatist referendum in Quebec in 1995. 

 

 

 The 1995 referendum was extremely close.  The No side only won by 1.2% 

 

 

  



Canadian History 1201 
Unit 9 – the 1980’s and 1990’s 

 

Other Big Issues in the 90’s 
 

 The Oka Crisis – summer 1990  

Members of the Mohawk tribe protested the building of a golf course on 

contested Native lands and burial grounds.   They set up a road block which 

caused the Quebec provincial police to respond.  Tensions grew and the 

police stormed the blockade, resulting in a police officer being killed.  

Natives from nearby reserves joined in and the Quebec government called in 

the army.  The photo is of a famous 

staredown between a soldier and one of 

the Mohawk Warriors.  The two groups 

were at a standoff  for 2 ½  months 

until an agreement was reached with 

the Federal government.   

 

 

The Oka incident brought the need to deal with many Aboriginal issues, 

including the right to self-government. 

 

 April 1999 – The new territory of Nunavut is created giving the northern 

Inuit a homeland.  This laid the groundwork for the creating of the 

Nunatsiavut territory within Labrador in 2005. 


